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COVID-19 
booster drive 
is faltering in 
the U.S. 


By MAE ANDERSON 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
COVID-19 booster drive 
in the U.S. is losing steam, 
worrying health experts 
who have pleaded with 
Americans to get an extra 
shot to shore up their pro- 
tection against the highly 
contagious omicron_ vari- 
ant. Just 40% of fully vac- 
cinated Americans have 
received a booster dose, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. And the aver- 
age number of booster 
shots disoensed per day 
in the U.S. has plummeted 
from a peak of 1 million in 


early December to about 
490,000 as of last week. Riley Bredbeck, 13, from Westminster, Vt., looks away when getting the Pfizer COVID-19 booster during a vaccine clinic that was 
hosted by Rescue Inc. at Bellows Falls Fire Department, Friday, Jan. 14, 2022, in Bellows Falls, Vt. 


Continued on Page 2 Associated Press 
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Also, a new poll from The 
Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re- 
search found that Ameri- 
cans are more likely to see 
the initial vaccinations — 
rather than a booster — as 
essential. 

"It's clear that the booster 
effort is falling short," said 
Jason Schwartz, a vaccine 
policy expert at Yale Uni- 
versity. 

Overall, the U.S. vaccina- 
tion campaign has been 
sluggish. More than 13 


months after it began, just 
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Pharmacist Kenni Clark injects Robert Champion, of Lawrence, 
Mass., with a booster dosage of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
during a vaccination clinic at City of Lawrence's "The Center,” 
which serves seniors, families and the community, Wednesday, 
Dec. 29, 2021, in Lawrence, Mass. 
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63% of Americans, or 210 
million people, are fully 
vaccinated with the initial 
rounds of shots. Mandates 
that could raise those num- 
bers have been hobbled 
by legal challenges. 
Vaccination numbers are 
stagnant in states such as 
Wyoming, Idaho, Mississippi 
and Alabama, which have 
been hovering below 50%. 
In Wyoming, 44% are fully 
vaccinated, up just slightly 
from 41% in September. 

To boost numbers, the state 
has been running TV ads 
with health care workers 
giving grim accounts of un- 
vaccinated people strug- 
gling with COVID-19. 
"Certainly we would like 
to see higher rates. But it 
would be wrong for any- 
one to think that the rates 
we have are due to lack 
of effort," Wyoming Health 
Department spokeswoman 
Kim Deti said Tuesday. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum, Vermont is a 
national leader in the 
percentage of people 
who have been fully vac- 
cinated and received a 
booster shot. About 60% of 
the population over 18 has 
gotten a booster. But it's 
not enough, said Vermont 
Health Commissioner Mark 
Levine."l'd love to see that 
percentage much closer 
to 90%," Levine said. 

The U.S. and many other 
nations have been urg- 
ing adults to get boost- 
ers because the vaccine's 
protection can wane. 
Also, research has shown 
that while the vaccines 
have proved less effective 
against omicron, boosters 
can rev up the body's de- 
fenses against the threat. 
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As for why an estimated 
86 million Americans who 
have been fully vacci- 
nated and are eligible for 
a booster have not yet 
gotten one, Schwartz said 
public confusion is one im- 
portant reason. 

"| think the evidence is now 
overwhelming that the 
booster is not simply an op- 
tional supplement, but it is 
a foundational part of pro- 
tection," he said. "But clear- 
ly that message has been 
lost." The need for all Ameri- 
cans to get boosters initially 
was debated by scientists, 
and at first the government 
recommended only that 
certain groups of people, 
such as senior citizens, get 
additional doses. 

The arrival of omicron, and 
additional evidence about 
falling immunity, showed 
more clearly a widespread 
need for boosters. 

Only 47% say the same 
about a booster shot. 
Keller Anne Ruble, 32, of 
Denver, received her two 
doses of the Moderna vac- 
cine but hasn't gotten her 
booster. She said she had 
a bad reaction to the sec- 
ond dose and was in bed 
for four days with a fever 
and flu-like symptoms. 

"| believe in the power 
of vaccines, and | know 
that's going to protect me," 
said Ruble, the owner of 
a greeting card sending 
service. But the vaccine 
"just knocked me out com- 
pletely and freaked me out 
about getting the booster." 
She said she does plan 
to get the booster in the 
next few weeks and_ in 
the meantine wears an 
N95 mask and tries to stay 
home.) 
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SAT going digital in shifting college admissions landscape 


By CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press 

The SAT exam will move 
from paper and pencil to a 
digital format, administra- 
tors announced Tuesday, 
saying the shift will boost its 
relevancy as more colleg- 
es make standardized tests 
optional for admission. 
Test-takers will be allowed 
to use their own laptops 
or tablets but they'll still 
have to sit for the test at a 
monitored testing site or in 
school, not at home. 

The format change _ is 
scheduled to roll out inter- 
nationally next year and in 
the U.S. in 2024. It will also 
shave an hour from the cur- 
rent version, bringing the 
reading, writing and math 
assessment from three 
hours to about two. 

"The digital SAT will be eas- 
ier to take, easier to give, 
and more relevant," said 
Priscilla Rodriguez, vice 
president of College Read- 
iness Assessments at the 
New York City-based Col- 
lege Board, which admin- 
isters the SAT and related 
PSAT. "We're not simply put- 
ting the current SAT on a 
digital platform. We're tak- 
ing full advantage of what 
delivering an assessment 
digitally makes possible." 
Once essential for college 
applications, scores from 
admission tests like the SAT 
and rival ACT carry less 
weight today as colleges 
and universities pay more 
attention to the sum of stu- 
dent achievements and 
activities throughout high 
school. Amid criticism that 
the exams favor wealthy, 
white applicants and dis- 
advantage minority and 
low-income students, an in- 
creasing number of schools 
have in recent years ad- 
opted test-optional poli- 
cies, which let students 
decide whether to include 
scores with their applica- 
tions. 

The pandemic acceler- 
ated the trend as testing 
sessions were canceled or 
inaccessible. 

Nearly 80% of bachelor's 
degree-granting institu- 
tions are not requiring test 
scores from students ap- 
plying for fall 2022, accord- 
ing to a December tally by 
the National Center for Fair 


In this photo taken Jan. 17, 2016, a student looks at questions during a college test preparation 
class at Holton Arms School in Bethesda, Md. 


& Open Testing, a watch- 
dog group that opposes 
standardized _ testing. The 
group, known as FairTest, 
said at least 1,400 of them 
have extended the policy 
through at least the fall 
2023 admissions cycle. 
About 1.5 million mem- 
bers of the class of 2021 
took the SAT at least once, 
down from 2.2 million in the 
previous year. A College 
Board survey found many 
students want to take the 
SAT to preserve the option 
of submitting the scores 
and qualifying for certain 
scholarships. Rodriguez 
said the digital version will 
be delivered in a format 
more familiar to students 
who regularly learn and 
test online at school. Also, 
student score reports will 
not only focus on connect- 
ing students with four-year 
colleges and scholarships, 
but also provide informa- 
tion about two-year col- 
lege and workforce train- 
ing options. That reflects an 
increase in the number of 
students who are given the 
exam during a designated 
SAT day at school, with 
some districts requiring stu- 
dents take it. About 60% of 
students who take the SAT 
do so at school, Rodriguez 
said. 

"We want to present stu- 
dents with a wider range of 
information and resources 
about their post-secondary 
options," she said. 


Scores will be available in 
days, rather than weeks, 
she said. There have been 
cases through the years of 
sets of paper exams getting 
lost in the mail. "The digital 
version, | thought, was a lot 
less stressful than the paper 
and pencil version. It felt a 
lot more familiar," said Na- 
talia Cossio, 16, of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, who took 
part in a November pilot 
after first taking the PSAT on 
paper. 

She said the digital format 
would solve some logisti- 
cal issues she's seen, like 
students bringing mechani- 
cal pencils instead of the 
required No. 2 variety, or 
advanced calculators that 
are not allowed. The digi- 
tal version includes a ba- 
sic calculator for the math 
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Extremists see U.S. power grid as target, gov't report warns 


By BEN FOX 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ex- 
tremist groups in the United 
States appear to increas- 
ingly view attacking the 
power grid as a means of 
disrupting the country, ac- 
cording to a government 
report aimed at law en- 
forcement agencies and 
utility operators. 

Domestic extremists “have 
developed credible, spe- 
cific plans to attack elec- 
tricity infrastructure since at 
least 2020,” according to 
the report from the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Secu- 
rity’s Office of Intelligence 
and Analysis. The docu- 
ment, dated Monday, was 
obtained Tuesday by The 
Associated Press. 

The report warns that ex- 
tremists “adhering to a 
range of ideologies will like- 
ly continue to plot and en- 
courage physical attacks 
against electrical _ infra- 
structure,” which includes 
more than 6,400 power 
plants and 450,000 miles of 
high-voltage _ transmission 
lines that span the country. 
Experts on the U.S. power 
grid in the past have point- 
ed out that it would be dif- 
ficult to knock out power 
to the nation given the size 
and decentralized nature 
of the grid. The DHS report 
also notes that extremist at- 
tackers, without inside help 
at least, would be unlikely 
to cause widespread, mul- 


Central Maine Power utility lines are seen on Oct. 6, 2021, in Pownal, Maine. 


tistate outages. 

Both the FBI and DHS have 
repeatedly warned in re- 
cent months that the U.S. 
faces a heightened threat 
from domestic extremists. 
The report notes that an at- 
tack on the grid could still 
result in injuries and dam- 
age even without causing 
a major outage. 

The grid is viewed as a tar- 
get, based on a series of 
incidents in recent years as 
well as online discussions in 
extremist and conspiracy- 
minded forums, because 
transmission lines and sub- 
stations are often in re- 
mote, rural areas and caus- 
ing outages may cause fur- 
ther frustration and divisions 


within American society, a 
federal law enforcement 
official said. 

“They feel that disrupting 
the electrical supply will 
disrupt the ability of gov- 
ernment to operate,” the 
official said on condition 
of anonymity to discuss a 
report that has not been 
publicly released. “And, 
secondly, by conducting 
attacks against the com- 
munications and electrical 
infrastructure, it will actu- 
ally accelerate the coming 
civil war that they antici- 
pate because it will disrupt 
the lives of so many people 
that they will lose faith in 
government.” 

Some of these concerns 


Associated Press 


are nearly a decade old. 
In 2014, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission or- 
dered grid operators to in- 
crease security following a 
sniper attack on the Pacific 
Gas & Electric Company's 
Metcalf Transmission Sub- 
station in an isolated area 
southeast of San Jose, Calli- 
fornia. No arrests have ever 
been made in an assault 
that stunned authorities 
and could have disrupted 
power fo Silicon Valley. 

DHS noted the Metcalf inci- 
dent in the report as more 
recent incidents, including 
a suspected plot by white 
supremacist extremists to 
attack power stations in the 
southeastern U.S. as part of 


an effort to cause havoc 
if they disagreed with the 
outcome of the November 
2020 election. Asked about 
the report, the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute, an association 
that represents compa- 
nies that provide power to 
about 70% of the U.S. pop- 
ulation, said it has been 
working for years with the 
government to respond to 
a range of potential dan- 
gers. “Our industry is work- 
ing constantly to adapt to 
new and evolving threats 
to the grid, whether that’s 
by protecting against ma- 
licious threats like cyber 
and physical attacks or ad- 
dressing the challenges of 
extreme weather caused 
by climate change,” Scott 
Aaronson, the association’s 
senior vice president for se- 
curity and preparedness, 
said by email. 

The report also mentioned 
that four suspected extrem- 
ists were accused in Octo- 
ber 2020 of a plot to dam- 
age transformers in Idaho 
and nearby states and the 
arrest in May 2020 of three 
alleged militia extremists, 
tied to the antigovernment 
Boogaloo movement, who 
were charged in a conspir- 
acy to attack an electrical 
substation in Las Vegas. 
“The electrical companies 
and state and local law 
enforcement need to be 
aware of this and need to 
take steps,” said the federal 
law enforcement official. 


York. 


By TOM HAYS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The con- 
viction of the notorious 


at 


In this courtroom sketch, Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, 
foreground right, reads a statement through an interpreter 
during his sentencing in federal court, July 17, 2019, in New 
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Mexican drug lord Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzman was 
upheld Tuesday by a U.S. 
appeals court that praised 


U.S. court upholds conviction of 
Mexican drug lord El Chapo 


the trial judge for his han- 
dling of a case that drew 
international attention. 
The decision by the 2nd 
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in Manhattan reject- 
ed claims that Judge Brian 
Cogan made rulings allow- 
ing a jury to hear faulty evi- 
dence at Guzman’s 2019 
trial. Cogan “conducted 
the three-month trial with 
diligence and fairness, af- 
ter issuing a series of me- 
ticulously crafted pretrial 
rulings,” the ruling by the 
panel concluded. 
Guzman, 64, was sen- 
tenced to life behind bars 


for a massive drug con- 
spiracy that spread mur- 
der and mayhem for more 
than two decades. 

On appeal, his lawyers 
had argued that the guilty 
verdict was tainted be- 
cause some jurors repori- 
edly sought out news ac- 
counts about sex abuse al- 
legations against him that 
were barred from the trial, 
and that Cogan erred by 
not ordering a hearing on 
the reports. “The decision 
seems like it was decided 
and written before the ar- 
gument even occurred,” 
one of Guzman’s lawyers, 


Jeffrey Lichtman, said in a 
statement Tuesday. “How 
can there be justice here 
when the jury was ex- 
posed to scurrilous claims 
against Mr. Guzman which 
were not part of the gov- 
ernment’s case?” 

The appeals court found 
that Cogan was to cor- 
rect in finding “that the jury 
was not prejudiced by any 
extraneous information 
to which they might have 
been exposed.” It added:. 
“Any possible prejudice 
was harmless in view of the 
overwhelming evidence 
of Guzman’s guilt.) 


By DASHA LITVINOVA 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
authorities have added im- 
prisoned opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny and some 
of his top allies to the coun- 
try’s registry of terrorists 
and extremists, the latest 
move in a multi-pronged 
crackdown on opposition 
supporters, independent 
media and human rights 
activists. 

Navalny, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin's — fiercest 
critic, and eight of his al- 
lies — including top aides 
Lyubov Sobol and Georgy 
Alburov — were on Tues- 
day added to the registry 
by Russia's Federal Finan- 
cial Monitoring Service. The 
law requires that the bank 
accounts of those on the 
list be frozen. 

The move comes just a 
over a year after Navalny’s 
arrest, which triggered a 
wave of the biggest mass 
protests across the country 
in years. The politician was 
detained upon his return 
from Germany, where he 
spent five months recover- 
ing from a nerve agent poi- 
soning he blamed on the 
Kremlin. Russian authorities 
have denied any involve- 
ment. 

Navalny was ordered to 
serve 2 1/2 years in prison 
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Russia adds Navalny and his top allies to list of terrorists 


District Court in Moscow, Russia, Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021. 


for violating the terms of a 
suspended sentence stem- 
ming from a 2014 fraud 
conviction. In the following 
months, Navalny’s brother 
Oleg and many of his top 
allies also faced criminal 
charges, and the authori- 
ties outlawed his Founda- 
tion for Fighting Corruption 
and a sprawling network of 
regional offices as extrem- 
ist, paralyzing their opera- 
tions. 

Russian authorities have 
also ratcheted up pressure 


on independent media 
and human rights groups 
in recent months. Dozens 
have been labeled as for- 
eign agents — a designa- 
tion that implies additional 
government scrutiny and 
strong pejorative connota- 
tions that discredit the re- 
cipient. 

Some were declared “un- 
desirable” — a label that 
outlaws organizations in 
Russia — or were accused 
of links to “undesirable” 
groups, and several were 
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Associated Press 

forced to shut down or 
disband to prevent further 
prosecution. 
The authorities on Tuesday 
also petitioned the court to 
have Oleg Navalny serve 
his one-year suspended 
sentence in prison. Last 
year Oleg, together with 
his brother's top allies, 
was convicted of violat- 
ing coronavirus regulations 
over the protests in support 
of the politician, and hand- 
ed a one-year suspended 
sentence. 


Previously Oleg was con- 
victed of fraud alongside 
his brother in 2014, but while 
Alexei received a suspend- 
ed sentence, Oleg was or- 
dered to serve 3 1/2 years 
in prison. He was released 
in June 2018. 
The crackdown on Alexei 
Navalny and other dissent- 
ing voices in Russia has elic- 
ited outrage in the West. 
On Tuesday, EU foreign 
affairs spokesman Peter 
Stano reiterated that “this 
is not acceptable, that we 
see this as a continued re- 
pression against the critical 
voices in Russian society.” 
Lyubov Sobol, who had left 
the country after standing 
two trials on criminal charg- 
es last year, told The Associ- 
ated Press on Tuesday she 
believed the decision to 
add Navalny, herself and 
other allies to the registry of 
terrorists and extremists was 
made in the Kremlin. 
“There’s absolutely no 
doubt that the decision 
regarding myself, Navalny 
and my closest associates 
and colleagues was made 
in the Kremlin with personal 
contribution by Vladimir Pu- 
tin. | think he has all matters 
involving our team under a 
special control, and it’s not 
a decision made by low- 
er-ranked officials,” Sobol 
said. () 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte further eased the 
Netherlands’ coronavirus 
lockdown, allowing bars, 
restaurants, museums, the- 
aters and other venues to 
reopen from Wednesday 
for the first time this year. 
But Rutte warned that the 
move wasn't without risks. 
“We are taking a big step 
today to unlock the Neth- 
erlands while the infec- 
tions Numbers are really 
going through the roof,” 
Rutte said Tuesday. 

The announcement wasn’t 
all good news for the be- 
leaguered hospitality and 
cultural sectors, with the 


opening hours limited to 
10 p.m., while professional 
sports teams will only be 
allowed to fill stadiums to 
a third of their normal ca- 
pacities. 

Soccer clubs and adminis- 
trators protested the move 
even before it was offi- 
cially announced, calling 
it in a joint statement “a 
proposal without perspec- 
tive.” 

The relaxation of restric- 
tions follows widespread 
protests in recent weeks 
by business owners rang- 
ing from the Van Gogh 
Museum to local cafes at 
being excluded from am 
earlier easing of pandem- 
ic restrictions. 

Infections have spiked in 


Dutch government eases lockdown 
despite soaring infections 


recent weeks because of 
the omicron variant, de- 
spite the lockdown that 
was tougher than in most 
of Europe, but admissions 
to the country’s intensive 
care units have been de- 
clining. 

The national public health 
institute reported a 51% 
rise in new COVID-19 cas- 
es over the last week to 
more than 366,000, while 
ICU admissions dropped 
by 34%. 

“We are taking another 
risk,” Health Minister Ernst 
Kuipers said. 

“We are doing that for 
good reason. Living longer 
with many restrictive mea- 
sures damages our health 
and our society.” 


A lone girl waits for a tram in a near-deserted street full of 
closed restaurants, bars and shop under a partial lockdown in 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Nov. 26, 2021. 

Associated Press 


Omicron is less likely to 
cause severe illness than 
the previous delta variant, 
according to studies. Omi- 
cron spreads even more 
easily than other corona- 
virus strains, and has al- 
ready become dominant 
in many countries. 

It also more easily infects 
those who have been 
vaccinated or had previ- 


ously been infected by 
prior versions of the virus. 
The Dutch government 
sought to mitigate the risk 
by imposing restrictions 
on venues where people 
gather, including the use 
of coronavirus passports 
and social distancing and 
capping the number of 
people allowed indoors 
and in stadiums. 
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WHO chief makes case for 2nd term as Ethiopia criticizes him 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 

GENEVA (AP) — World 
Health Organization chief 
Tedros Adhanom  Ghe- 
breyesus laid out more 
plans Tuesday to fight the 
virus as he pitched his case 
for a new five-year term 
and faced criticism from his 
own country — Ethiopia — 
over his comments about 
the embattled Tigray re- 
gion. 

Tedros, who like many Ethio- 
pians goes by his first name, 
is running unopposed for 
a second term as WHO di- 
rector-general. That makes 
his presentation to the U.N. 
health agency’s executive 
board a bit of a formality, 
since he is all but certain to 
win re-election when the 
WHO Assembly takes place 
in May. 

Recently, Tedros, an ethnic 
Tigrayan, has come under 
new criticism from Ethio- 
pia’s government, which 
has been fighting militants 
in Tigray, for his comments 
on Twitter and elsewhere 
that condemned Ethiopia's 
blockade of international 
access to Tigray. 

He said WHO had not been 
allowed to send any hvu- 
manitarian aid to the re- 
gion since July, and has 
called for “unfettered” 
humanitarian access to 
Tigray, whose people are 
facing enormous hunger 
amid the war. 

Ethiopia’s government, in a 
Jan. 14 news release, said 
it had sent a letter to WHO 
accusing Tedros of “mis- 
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Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of the World Health Organization (WHO), removes 
his protective face mask prior to speaking to the media regarding the coronavirus COVID-19 
and WHO's global health priorities in 2022, during a new press conference, at the World Health 
Organization (WHO) headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, Monday, Dec. 20, 2021. 


conduct” after his sharp 
criticism of the war and the 
humanitarian crisis in the 
Horn of Africa country. The 
government nominated 
him for the job in 2017, but 
has since accused him of 
interfering in Ethiopia's in- 
ternal affairs, and claims 
he has “not lived up to the 
integrity and professional 
expectations required from 
his office.” 

His current term as WHO's 
top official — perhaps 
the highest-profile job in 
global health — has been 
overshadowed by the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. Under 
Tedros, WHO faced sharp 
criticism from former U.S. 


President Donald Trump 
over its early handling of 
the crisis and has faced 
pressure over its approach 
to China, where the out- 
break first emerged two 


years ago. 
Last year, independent 
investigators turned up 


dozens of cases of sexual 
abuse and exploitation in 
Congo during a WHO-led 
response to an Ebola out- 
break there in 2019. 

Tedros said Tuesday he was 
“horrified” by those reports, 
saying the agency's re- 
sponse to them has been 
“robust” and his commit- 
ment to preventing such 
exploitation, abuse and 


Associated Press 


harassment “with a victim- 
and survivor-centered ap- 
proach is iron clad.” 

Many countries have ig- 
nored or rejected WHO 
advice on ways to tackle 
COVID-19, such as its calls 
to avoid blanket travel re- 
strictions, or its calls to share 
vaccines and the techno- 
logical know-how to make 
them with less developed 
nations. 

On Monday, — Ethiopian 
government spokesman 
Legesse Tulu said a WHO 
official had indicated it 
would postpone a decision 
to investigate Tedros. 

“If this is the case, it re- 
ally shows the partiality of 


WHO. It opposes its basic 
principles of foundation. 
We still insist on this esteem 
organization to investigate 
the case,” Tulu told The As- 
sociated Press. 

Ethiopia’s ambassador in 
Geneva, Zenebe Kebede, 
sought to criticize Tedros for 
using his office to advance 
“his personal political inter- 
est” as the weeklong exec- 
utive board session began 
on Monday. 

But he was interrupted by 
the chairman, who said the 
diplomatic complaint — is- 
sued by Ethiopia had been 
set aside earlier by the 
board and was not up for 
discussion. 

Kebede was given back 
the floor, resumed his state- 
ment, and was cut off 
again. 

The Ethiopian § diplomatic 
mission in Geneva issued 
a communique Tuesday 
saying “such mistreatment 
against a member country 
is unacceptable.” Its said its 
government was awaiting 


acknowledgement — from 
WHO that it had received 
Ethiopia's “formal com- 


plaint” about the alleged 
“misconduct” of Tedros. 
Ethiopia claims Tedros_ is 
an active member of the 
Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front. Tedros was Ethiopia's 
foreign minister and health 
minister when the TPLF 
dominated the country’s 
ruling coalition. 

In his soeech on Tuesday, 
Tedros didn’t refer to the 
complaints from Ethiopia’s 
government.) 


Thailand’s Public Health Minister Anutin Chanvirakul shows off a 
boitle of extracted cannabis oil during a press conference at his 
ministry in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand 
on Tuesday became the 


first Country in Asia to ap- 
prove the de facto decrim- 
inalization of marijuana, 


Thailand first in Asia to move to 
decriminalize marijuana 


though authorities have left 
a grey area around its rec- 
reational use. 

Health Minister = Anutin 
Charnvirakul announced 
that the Narcotics Control 
Board had approved the 
dropping cannabis from 
the ministry’s list of con- 
trolled drugs. 

The delisting by the minis- 
try’s Food and Drug Admin- 
istration will now need to 
be formally signed by the 
health minister and enters 
into effect 120 days after 
its publication in the gov- 


ernment gazette. It follows 
the removal of cannabis 
— a plant species to which 
both marijuana and hemp 
belong — last month from 
the list of illegal drugs under 
Thailand’s Narcotics Law. 

Police and lawyers contact- 
ed by The Associated Press 
said it was unclear if pos- 
session of marijuana would 
no longer be an offense 
subject to arrest. A tangle 
of related laws means that 
production and possession 
of marijuana remains regu- 
lated for the time being, 


leaving the legal status of 
recreational marijuana use 
in a grey area. 

The Health Ministry mea- 
sure retains on its list of 
controlled drugs parts from 
the cannabis plant that 
contain more than 0.2% by 
weight of tetrahydrocan- 
nabinol, or THC, the psy- 
choactive ingredient that 
gives users a high. 

Thailand in 2020 became 
the first Asian nation to de- 
criminalize the production 
and use of marijuana for 
medicinal purposes.) 
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tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
or call +297 280 4664 
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Workation? 


Get your Prepaid Wireless Broadband 
and stay connected everywhere in Aruba!!! 


© SETAR 


Daimari Water Villas - price $ 453K [ayy 
Turn key, 1.093 to 2.277 sf, 2 & 3 bedrooms, scan box 


2.5 & 3.5 bathrooms 


ME 


Luxury Villas - price $ 788K 


2.345 sf, 3 bedrooms 
3.5 bathrooms - private pool 
garage 


Statue toppled in Puerto Rico before Spanish king's visit 


S 


Sa ane ogee ae 


A monument of Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de Leon lays in pieces in Plaza San Jose in San 


Juan, Puerto Rico, Monday, Jan. 24, 2022. 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Unknown people 
toppled a statue of Span- 
ish explorer Juan Ponce de 
Ledn in the pre-dawn hours 
of Monday ahead of a visit 
of Spain's King Felipe VI to 
the U.S. Caribbean territory 
of Puerto Rico. 

Col. José Juan Garcia, po- 
lice commissioner for San 
Juan, told The Associated 
Press that officers patrolling 
the cobblestone streets of 
the capital's historic district 
heard a loud bang at 4:30 
a.m. and found the broken 
statue. 

"It sounded like an explo- 
sion," he said. 

The statue was made of 
melted steel from. British 


cannons and_ featured 
the Spanish explorer fac- 
ing south with his left hand 
on his hip and right finger 
pointed toward the first set- 
tlement he founded, which 
was the island's first Span- 
ish capital and is a U.S. Na- 
tional Historic Landmark. 
The statue also points in the 
direction of the nearby San 
Juan Bautista Cathedral 
that holds Ponce de Leén's 
remains and is a popular 
tourist spot. 

Crews in Old San Juan re- 
installed the 1,000 plus- 
pound (589-kilogram) stat- 
ue a couple hours after the 
king arrived late Monday 
afternoon. 

A handful of protesters 
heckled the workers and 
briefly interrupted their ef- 


eas 


Associated Press 


forts, with some posting 
signs on the statue's base, 
one of which read, "They're 
not gods." Protesters said 
that they would topple it 
again and that a Christo- 
pher Columbus statue was 
next. 

Spain's legacy is prominent 
across Puerto Rico, with 
a main road in San Juan 
named after Ponce de 
Ledén and a colossal Co- 
lumbus statue rising along 
the island's northern coast, 
a 660-ton sculpture that is 
more than twice the size of 
the Statue of Liberty with- 
out its pedestal. A much 
smaller Columbus statue 
stands at the entrance of 
Old San Juan, just blocks 
from the one that was top- 
pled. 


San Juan Mayor Miguel 
Romero defended the re- 
installation in an interview 
with Telemundo Puerto 
Rico, saying, "The Spaniards 
from 500 years ago are not 
the same ones of today." 

He later told reporters after 
the king arrived: "Freedom 
of expression is protected, 
but what cannot be pro- 
tected is vandalism. | be- 
lieve vandalism is the most 
cowardly form of expres- 


sion." Two years ago, activ- 
ists marched through the 
streets of Old San Juan as 
they joined a U.S. move- 
ment to eradicate sym- 
bols of oppression and 
demanded that Spain's 
legacy in Puerto Rico be 
erased. 

While some statues have 
been defaced with graf- 
fiti, police said this is the 
first time such a statue was 
toppled.) 


Taste limitless possibilities at Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
team explores without boundaries and steps with both feet 
outside of the box to create his most sensational dishes yet. This 
meticulously designed restaurant located inside Blue Residences 
on scenic Eagle Beach is a chef's table concept with limited 
seating where diners ore able to interact with the staff and other 
quests alike throughout the evening. 


® joinusforan & 
unforgettable experience. 


CEs oer 


oJ +297 280 86 69 
© www. infiniaruba.com 
9 J.E. lrausquin Blvd 266 
¥ InfiniArubo 
© infiniorubo 
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HAPPY 


WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY In the center of 


KARAOKE NIGHT ee 


Daily 5PM - 9PM 


ROM 


HOUR BUCKET DEALS £¥ 
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eS 


“PASEO 


mioloaers 


DON'T FORGET ABOUT OUR $2 


HAPPY HOUR STARTING DAILY AT SPM 


LOCATED AT PASEO HERENCIA MALL 
View RC 
Menu fag 
+297 586-1696 


The Kitchen Table enters seventh year of gastronomy with raving reviews: 
“The devil is in the details; we are in praise.” 


EAGLE BEACH — While in Aruba 
do yourself a favor and expe- 
rience a night at The Kitchen 
Table. This is an elegant, classy, 
intimate, high-quality restau- 
rant with an exceptional dining 
set-up. Dining here is an experi- 
ence, a kind of sitting- at your- 
best- friend’s or family’s kitchen 
table where you feel and taste 
that the food contains love. The 
extra mile the owners and staff 
go has everything to do with 
running this lovely restaurant in a 
sincere, authentic way. In Span- 
ish they say: ‘Mi casa es tu casa’ 
meaning my house is your house 
and that describes exactly what 
you will feel during a night at The 
Kitchen Table. 


The 8-course ecstatic food trip 
starts with a warm welcome 
and sparkling wine at the patio 
of The Kitchen Table’s new lo- 
cation at Paradise Beach Villas 
as of 6.00PM. The chef’s table 
concept is happening on the 
second floor of the owners ‘res- 
taurant Asi Es Mi Peru, another 
highly recommended establish- 
ment. But we are here now to 
guide you through the concept 
of The Kitchen Table, so let’s go. 
Taking you upstairs is literally 
taking you into an ambiance 
of warmth, coziness, classic el- 
egance, and intimacy. You are 
treated like queen and king 
while sitting in noble chairs at a 
huge table. Owners Roxanna Sa- 
linas and Jan van Nes are warm 
and welcoming hosts and Chef 
David Lizano and Sous-Chef Xal- 
sky Schwengle enthusiastically 
share their deep knowledge of 


the beautiful dishes that will be 
presented to you. Get ready to 
dive into the tastebuds tickling 
journey to the Caribbean, Pe- 
ruvian and international cuisine. 
To pair the perfect wines three 
sommeliers were invited to make 
the selection. 


Table full foodies 

The restaurant just got its new 
menu out, so this is the time to 
reserve your spot at the table. A 
Caribbean Peruvian Snack Trio 
is the enchanting first appetizer 
existing of a Chicken Empana- 
da, Crab & Shrimp Eggroll and 
a Cucumber & Tuna Nikkei. This 
is paired with a delicate Ruffino 
Ovieto (Italy), just perfect. Taking 
us to the next round we are pre- 
sented a Mahi Mahi Tartare, de- 
licious and combined with the 
Spanish Santiago Ruiz Albarino, 
we are inheaven. What follows is 
a personal favorite, the Beef Tat- 
aki with Quinoa accompanied 
by La Fage, Miraflores Rose wine 
from France. This is an amazing 
dish. In between the courses 
the owner and chef explain 
about the ingredients, prepara- 


tion, and origins of the dishes in 
turns, it is truly an interesting and 
exciting presentation. The Pe- 
ruvian Red Snapper Casserole 
is a surprising, wonderful tasting 
and in complete balance with 
the USA Cline Viognier from So- 
noma Coast. My American-Ec- 
vadorian neighbor was thrilled 
with this dish and who would be 
a better judge than she, after alll 
she is from the region. The guests 
are clearly having a good time 
and we are in awe so far. The 
Kitchen Table builds this evening 
in an upward trend, and we pro- 
ceed with Scallops and Shrimps 
within a Risotto of green Peas 
Puree with a foam of Coconut 
Milk Sauce. A mouth-melting ex- 
perience and added to the cu- 
linary joy is a USA wine from Yolo 
County, Phantom Chardonnay. 
From the Caribbean, Peru we 
travel to Argentina presented 
to us with a Veal in her Jus and 
paired with a beautiful Lunta 
Malbec. There is no great din- 
ner without a sweet goodbye 
and The Kitchen Table makes 
sure that you will not forget them 
by signing off with a fantastic 


dessert: Mango popsicle and 
a _ Three-layered Cheesecake 
together with a Portuguese Os- 
borne Port. We asked a couple 
from New York how they liked 
the experience: “The devil is in 
the details; every tiny part here 
is balanced, and savors are 
matched in an unmatched way. 
We are in praise.” 


The secret formula 

The Peruvian-born Roxanna Sa- 
linas and her husband Jan van 
Nes are the secret formula be- 
hind The Kitchen Table’s success. 
You can tell making the custom- 
ers happy is their main priority. 
The couple takes a personal ap- 
proach to what they do, this is 
not about running a business as 
usual. This is more about mak- 
ing you feel welcomed home, 
as well as being pampered. 
They bring top hospitality, expe- 
rience and authenticity to the 
table. Within this gourmet din- 
ner concept the two blended 
the Peruvian culinary art of Rox- 
anna’s top kitchen team and 
Jan’s expertise from The Kitchen 
Table. The result is one big trip 
of delight, indulge and tickling 
of your taste buds. The Kitchen 
Table welcomes you with open 
arms every Tuesday to Saturday. 
An evening at The Kitchen Table 
will be noted as unforgettable in 
your book of vacation memo- 
ries, as it stands out from the reg- 
ular island dinners. 


The Kitchen Table is open from 
Tuesday to Saturday. Have a 
peak on their website www. 
thekitchentableinaruba.com_ or 
call them at +297-280 7117.) 


Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 


$2 


WIN A SHARE OF UPTO — 


S000 fin 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne's Pretzels 


Update COVID-19 as per January 19, 2022 


ORANJESTAD - Here is the 
latest update on the on- 
going COVID situation in 
Aruba. 


As of January 25 2022, Aru- 
ba registered 583 active 
cases, of which 104 were 
non-residents. Whereas 
the average daily cases 
over the past seven days 
total 204. The positivity rate 
stands at 55%. 


Hospitalizations: 

There are currently 33 per- 
sons hospitalized of which 3 
are in the iCU. In Colombia 
there are 6 persons in ICU. 
Due to lack of staff at the 
hospital they have to send 
patients over to Colombia 
for treatment. 


The measures are as fol- 
lows since of December 30, 
2021 

¢ Curfew: NO Curfew 

* Closing Time: 12:00 am 
for all business for the 
exception of Casino's 
which can stay open till 
1:00 am 

e Restaurants: Max. 6 
people per table. 

¢ Social Activities and 
Sports: Max. people: 60 
indoors, 75 outdoors. 

e Funerals: Max. people: 
75 (if the space is ade- 
quately large enough) 

e Area Ban 7:00 pm - 5:00 
am 

¢ Nightlife: Dancing is not 
permitted 

e Entertainment: Max 5 
musicians on stage. 


¢ Gathering Ban: Max. 6 
people. 

¢ Shopping: 1 person per 
family 


The following measures re- 

main applicable: 

¢ Masks: Use of masks is 
mandatory inside at alll 
establishments. 

¢ Alcohol: Ban of alco- 
hol on public roads: 24 
hours. 

¢ Social Distancing: Con- 
tinue maintaining so- 
cial distance. 

Exceptions as of Jan 8, 2022 

Persons that have received 

the booster shot (so all 3 

vaccine shots) and persons 

that were infected with Co- 

vid within past 4 weeks no 

longer need to quarantine 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor 
loyal visitors on the island 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, 
Mr. Mario Arends, OF THE 
Aruba Tourism Authority, 
had the great pleasure to 
honor a Loyal and friendly 
visitor of Aruba as Emerald 
Ambassador at his home 
away from home. The sym- 
bolic honorary title is pre- 
sented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a to- 
ken of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba be- 
tween 10-20-35 and more 
consecutive years. 


The honoree was Mr. Col- 
leen Presbrey from Illinois. 
Pressbrey loves coming to 
the island especially for the 
great weather, family time 
and fabulous dinners. 


Arends together with the 
members of Casa del Mar 


‘ 


thanked him for choosing 
Aruba as his favourite va- 
cation destination and as 


HAT P 


his home away from home 
for so many years.L) 


when a housemate tested 

positive. 

Adaptation of testing re- 

quirements to enter Aruba 

As of January 18, 2022, 

non-resident travelers visit- 

ing Aruba have two testing 
options before boarding. 

1. A PCR test is taken per 
the country of origin’s 
risk level; 

2. An Antigen — lab-test 
within 24 hours of travel 

You must upload the test 

results online on the ED 

card system. The introduc- 
tion of the Antigen option 
facilitates the entire testing 
process travelers have to 


go through and makes it 
possible for more visitors to 
get their test results in time 
for their Aruba vacation. 
This option contributes to 
the growth of our tourism 
without increasing the risks 
of more covid infections. 
Travelers from high-risk 
countries still Cannot test 
upon arrival but must show 
a negative PCR result be- 
fore boarding. 

Residents returning from the 
USA can get a (PCR) test at 
the airport upon arrival but 
can now also get an Anti- 
gen test within 24 hours of 
travel from the USA.L) 
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MENTE 


WWW.GELATISSIMOARUBA.COM 


Resort 


AN IHG" HOTEL 
ARUBA 


For more information: 
+297 586 3600 
hiaruba@ihg.com 


ISLANDINGIGH 
Respect & Solidarity 


Sundays 
“" Brunch 


Our goal at Etnia Nativa is to raise cultural awareness, 
promoting education and to safeguard our heritage as 
the sacred mother seed for renewal and reinvention, 
guiding you to become the next and a new guardian 
of Aruba. 


A happy island needs each visitor to get involved in 
tourist activities where what is prioritized is respect for 
the natural, cultural and social environment to define 
and understand the values of our community. With this 
type of tourism there is a positive exchange of experi- 
ences between visitors and residents, establishing a fair 
and equitable relationship in terms of the benefits that 
this activity can generate. 

In Aruba, more and more people are aware and con- 
cerned about environmental issues and the tourism 
market is also beginning to realize the negative impact 
on the environment generated by unsustainable tourist 
activities. Our society is becoming increasingly aware 
of the need to preserve our flora, fauna, soil and sea 
and heritage. In recent times, different environmental 
defense groups have emerged that exert pressure on 
public opinion in relation to the effects of tourist activi- 
ties with the sole purpose to generate revenue regard- 
less of the environmental impact it is causing. 

Our small beautiful island, like the entire planet Earth, 
is going through a decisive moment and our tourism in 
general should be governed by the principles of sus- 
tainability, in order to minimize the impact on the envi- 
ronment and local culture. 

To achieve this and generate benefits for the local 
population, we need our tourism to be aware of the 
existing socio-political reality. 

Aruba and the planet need responsible and support- 
ive tourism and all types of tourism should currently as- 
pire to this responsibility and solidarity, but the current 
reality of tourism has little to do with these objectives 
we are advocating for. 

Visitors are no longer satisfied with little and that makes 
the demand for product quality and services higher. 


All-you-can-eat 
brunch buffet with all 
your favorites! 


SUNDAY 
11:00 am to 2:00 pm 


Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 


As a consequence, it requires a great- 
er effort to remain competitive in the 
market. So our officials should roll theirs 
sleeves and put heads together in or- 
der to mitigate all economic endeav- 
ors which cause negative impacts to 
the environment and the inhabitants of 
Aruba as on pristine destination. 


The European Alliance for Responsible 
Tourism and Hospitality (EARTH) project 
defines Responsible Tourism as: “Any 
specific tourism product or tourism pro- 
duction system in which tourists, actors 
and local providers assume responsi- 
bility for host destinations from the star, 
involving environmental, cultural, social 
and economic viability point of view. 
Aruba needs to raise awareness of its still 
unfathomable assets that could be lost 
without even knowing they exist. It is in 
the hands of its inhabitants to request 
legislative protection, safeguards and 
guaranteed protection of the existence 
of our ecosystem for our next genera- 
tion and our future visitors. 

As locals we must involve each visitor in 
the Aruba experience, share with them 
our reality and our concern. 

Etnia Nativa is a small recycled build- 
ing that has beautiful gardens and oc- 
cupies an area of 880 m2 in Westpunt. 
Ten years ago it was surrounded by land 
of wild vegetation and inhabited by a 
diverse and varied fauna. Today, as a 
result of the excessive housing growth in 
the area, our home museum and sanc- 
tuary houses different species in danger 
of extinction as an natural sanctuary for: 
hummingbirds, doves, chuchubi: trupial: 


Episode CXL - 140 


pecho gel, bats, lizards, totekis, geccos, 
crabs, beatles, mantis, santaneros, spi- 
ders. They are our daily dwellers and 
endemic fauna, even the invasive boa 
and the cane toad are casual visitors 
we wish no to see. On picture below, 
is our dreaded centipede who loves to 
scavenge and wander around for small 
insects, frogs and small rodents that lives 
under rocks boulders that are part of 
our garden. however we must be vigi- 
lant since occasionally we must prevent 
them going inside. We catch them on a 
shovel or in a carton box and transport 
them to safer place. 


In our gallery art we also display his- 
torical as well as native Aruban art and 
artifacts. Follow our guided tours con- 
ducted by its founder and curator, in- 
corporating works of art, archaeologi- 
cal objects, tools and weapons to tell 
the story of Aruba. Discover nature and 
iskand culture, through an educational 
and mind-opening session for the curi- 
ous and bohemian soul, the adventur- 
ous spirit and those interested in acquir- 
ing island knowledge. Interact and get 
infected with a good predisposition to 
share our concern for preserving your 
fragile travel destination.) 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins 
and cultural heritage? Than this private en- 
counter with our columnist anthropologist is 
just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous 
setting for visitor with special interests. Ap- 
poiniment is required. etnianativa03@gmail. 
com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a pri- 
vate reservation. 
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Millennial Money: Just how passive is passive income? 


By COLIN BERESFORD of 
NerdWallet 

The opportunity to make 
money while we sleep is 
one few of us would turn 
down. And passive income, 
at face value, suggests we 
can do just that. 

Social media is chock-full of 
influencers telling us how to 
make passive income. And 
while many of those con- 
tent creators do actually 
earn money even when 
they're not on the clock, 
fewer of them are forth- 
coming about the work re- 
quired to get there. 

“A lot of people are sur- 
prised by how much work it 
takes because | think a lot 
of people who are earn- 
ing a passive income are 
talking about how great 
it is having earned that,” 
says Pat Flynn, a California- 
based entrepreneur and 
creator of the “Smart Pas- 
sive Income” podcast. “But 
they don’t necessarily tell 
you the whole truth. You're 
seeing the tip of the ice- 
berg.” 

“Passive” income, in most 
cases, won't be created 
passively. Whatever the 
pursuit — investing in stocks 
to receive dividends, buy- 
ing rental properties, earn- 
ing ad revenue on video 
channels — you'll have to 
put in work upfront before 
you can start making mon- 
ey while doing little, or no, 


In this June 15, 2018, file photo, 


work. And in many cases, 
you'll have to keep doing 
work to maintain that in- 
come, too. 

PASSIVE INCOME HAS NO 
SET DEFINITION 

When does a job or side 
hustle turn into passive in- 
come? That depends on 
how you define it. 

There is no clear-cut point 
where income turns pas- 
sive. For some, it could be 
when no work or upkeep 
is required, or for others, it 
could be when a minimal 
amount of work each week 
is required. And “minimal 
work” is also subjective. 
“Passive income, for me, is 
really something that you 


have to work to set up, 
but after that, it takes very 
minimal work to maintain 
and to keep that income 
stream coming,” says Jo- 
seph Hogue, a chartered 
financial analyst and cre- 
ator of the YouTube chan- 
nel Let’s Talk Money. 

Other sources of passive 
income include __ invest- 
ing in bonds or peer-to- 
peer lending, generating 
ad revenue from a blog, 
or putting your money in 
a high-yield savings ac- 
count. Even the money an 
artist makes through plays 
of their songs on a stream- 
ing platform can qualify as 
passive income. 


cash is fanned out from a wallet in North Andover, Mass. 


Associated Press 


IF YOU WANT PASSIVE IN- 
COME, BE READY TO WORK 
Contrary to what the 
phrase passive income 
suggests, you need to put 
in work in order to attain it. 
Investing money you _ in- 
herited or won in a lottery 
may be the only path to 
truly passive income, start 
to finish. But for most of us, 
creating this new revenue 
stream will involve investing 
money made from more 
traditional means like a job, 
or investing our time build- 
ing a source of income 
from the ground up. 

Without a large initial fi- 
nancial investment, peo- 
ple often underestimate 


the “sweat equity” or time 
and energy required at the 
beginning, says Jannese 
Torres-Rodriguez, a Florida- 
based entrepreneur and 
creator of the “Yo Quiero 
Dinero” podcast. 

“That initial workload, that 
time it’s going to take to 
get to a place where it’s 
passive, is what freaks a lot 
of people out and makes 
them think that, ‘Oh, well, 
this is obviously a scam be- 
cause | just want to make 
money quickly,’” says Tor- 
res-Rodriguez. 

For both Torres-Rodriguez 
and Flynn, it took at least a 
year before they saw earn- 
ings from some of their cur- 
rent sources of passive in- 
come. Both said that it took 
consistent work during that 
period before they started 
seeing money come from 
their blogs, including from 
affiliate marketing, ad rev- 
enue and selling courses, 
among other sources. 

The amount of work up- 
front can depend on the 
income stream and what 
you want to get out of it. For 
instance, if you're making 
income from rental proper- 
ties, you can hire a person 
ora company to take care 
of all the property man- 
agement. That'll take away 
from your earnings, but put- 
ting in your own time will 
make the income more ac- 
tive than passive.L] 


Walmart invests in indoor vertical 
farming startup Plenty 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Walmart 
said Tuesday it has taken a 
stake in agriculture startup 
Plenty, becoming the first 
large U.S. retailer to signifi- 
cantly invest in indoor ver- 
tical farming as a way to 
deliver fresher produce to 
its stores. 

Vertical farmers tout their 
high-quality produce that 
brings higher yields while 
using less water and land. 
The method also doesn’t 
use pesticide, and the pro- 
duce can be grown year 
round near the point of dis- 
tribution, increasing the reli- 
ability of supply. 

Walmart, the nation’s larg- 


est retailer, declined to 
comment on the size of its 
investment or the financial 
terms of the deal. But the 
retailer based in Benton- 
ville, Arkansas, said that it 
will join Plenty’s board at 
the close of the transac- 
tion. 

The deal comes as grocery 
stores are under pressure to 
have more environmental- 
ly friendly practices. Plenty, 
based in San Francisco, is 
one of many players in the 
fast-growing field of indoor 
farming. Others include 
Morehead, Kentucky- 
based AppdHarvest, and 
New York-based Gotham 
Greens. 

In a recent global survey, 


consulting firm Agritecture 
— which works with urban 
farmers — found that at 
least 74 indoor farming 
companies were founded 
in 2020 alone. 

Plenty, which was founded 
in 2014 and has a vertical 
farm in South San Francis- 
co, also operates an indoor 
plant science research fa- 
cility in Laramie, Wyoming. 
It is now building in Comp- 
ton, California, what it says 
will be the world’s highest 
output vertical indoor farm, 
due to open in the second 
half of this year. 

Plenty said its vertical farm- 
ing towers are designed to 
grow multiple crops on one 
platform in a building the 


This undated photo provided by Walmart via Plenty, shows a 


Plenty Farms tower robot. 


size of a big box retail store. 
Its systems feature vertical 
plant towers, LED lighting 
and robots to plant, feed 
and harvest crops. It says 


Associated Press 


its farms use 1% of the land 
that an outdoor farm re- 
quires while delivering any- 
where from 150 to 350 times 
more food per acre. L) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 41 Make do 
1 Flower 42 Unemo- 
part tional 

6 Fake 
10 Likely 
11 Comet's 

place 
12 Pillages 
13 Afghan 

capital 
14 Land in 


BOWN 

1 Breaks 
apan 

2 Beach 
problem 

3 Stick at a 
table 
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Monday’s answer 


15 Craze 26 Danish, 
the sea sg Poker 17 Echoes eg. 

15 Limited payment 24 Score 29 Great 

16 Peculiarity 5 amts. confusion 

17 British rule iis. 31‘Tamer- 30 Crockett's 
in lndia érables” lane" last 

18 Casual § Bridge author stand 
1p 7 Custom 24Acknowl 31 Colorful 

ia | ahet Less than edge flower 

22 Brooklyn right 25Callege 35 Spider's 
nae $ Scuffle cost kin 

93 Casile 11Winter 27 Letter 36 eal 
Sie err Olympics hefore 

26 Absorbed _@als elie? 

29 Bowler, 
for one 

32 Battleship 
letters 

33 Soccer's 
Hamm 

34 Home- 
coming 
group 

36 Drill parts 

37 Well- 
founded 

38 “Under- 
stand?” 

39 Leaves 
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three Tos. X% for the mwo O's, ete. Sinele letters, 
apastrephes. the dened and) formation of the wards 
wre all binds. Each day the code letters are different. 
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INTO} BIFFICULTIES. AND ISN OLD Atih, 
DIFFICULTIES RUN INTG US. — JOSH BILLINGS 


For Sale 
Divi Village 
pool and ocean view, 
Deluxe studios, sleep 4 
Week 4- unit 7306 $9000 
Week 6- unit 7205 $7000 
Call 646 541 8726 USA 
Idankberg@nyc.rr.com 
214942 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Rent Sale 
P/O Front wks 2 & 4 - 1 bedr 
wks 1,8,9,31,32,52 - 2 bedr 
wks can be switched 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

215065 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $25,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $17,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $16,500 
2 Bed Garden view $15,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WK 51 Garden view $42,500 
WK 52 Oceanside $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $11,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 

3 Bed Ocean view $13,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $29,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $18,000 
1 Bed ocean front $13,000 
1 Bed ocean View $11,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $9,500 
1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $8.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 


Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 
2 bed wk 11 unit 101 ground 
floor 

expires 2037 $16,500 

Other weeks are also available. 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 


agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 
stephanier@conciergerealty.com 
888-888-2204 Ext 109 


Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Stephanie Reidel 
www facebook. com/groups/MarriottArudaSurli 


www facebook. com/groups/MarriottAnudarOcean 


Facebook parent Meta creates 
powerful Al supercomputer 


Facebook employees take a photo with the company's new 


name and logo outside its headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., 


Oct. 28, 2021. 


MENLO PARK, Calif. (AP) — 
Facebook's parent com- 
pany Meta on Monday 
said it has created what it 
believes is among the fast- 
est artificial intelligence 
supercomputers — running 
today. 

The social media giant said 
it hopes the machine will 
help lay the groundwork 
for its building of the meta- 
verse, a virtual reality con- 
struct intended to supplant 
the internet as we know it 
today. 

Facebook said it believes 


HTTA 

House For Sale 

Lago Hight 10 min drive from 
Baby Beach 

3 BR ,3 Bath 

Price : $144,943 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Ruby wespunt 

10min drive from palm and 

eagle beach 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 1 appart- 

ment 

Maid room and pool $ 500 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215064 


Associated Press 


the computer will be the 
fastest in the world once it 
is fully built around the mid- 
dle of the year. 
Supercomputers are ex- 
tremely fast and powerful 
machines built to do com- 
plex calculations not pos- 
sible with a regular home 
computer. Meta did not 
disclose where the com- 
puter is located or how 
much it is costing to build. 
The computer, which is al- 
ready up and running but 
is still being built, is called 
Al Research SuperCluster. 
Meta says it will help its Al 
researchers build "new and 
better" artificial intelligence 
models that can learn from 
"trillions" of examples and 
work across hundreds of 
different languages simul- 
taneously and analyze 
text, images and video to- 
gether. L) 


Mot éscort Aruba 


Bligh CJuality Piledel scorts 
www.HotEscortAruba.com 


HotEscortAruba@gmail.com 


WhatsApp or Call 24/7 


Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


Classifieds 


HTTA 

Are you serious about selling 
your time share or condo ? 
Contact the experts ! 

37 years doing honest business 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week # 1 room #3101 
30 weeks remain $5 K 
Studio week # 4 room # 8203 
31 weeks remain $7 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week # 5 room # 8105 
15 weeks remain $7 K 
Studio week # 6 room #6202 
16 weeks remain $7 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

2 BR week # 1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 

25 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 16 K each 

Studio week #5 room # 2123 
23 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

2 BR Week # 3 Room # 
4215/4216 

23 weeks remain $16 K 

1 BR week # 5 room # 2321 
30 weeks remain $9 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR week # 3,4,5 room # 4226 
25 weeks remain $9 K each 

2 BR Week # 4 room # 
2359/2360 

25 weeks remain $ 16 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

Studio week # 2 room # 4205 
22 weeks remain $8 K 

1 BR week # 3 room # 4102 
22 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR Week # 6 room # 2201 
18 weeks remain $ 8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle resort 

Eagle beach 

2 BR week 2,3,4 room # 3508 
Price : $18 K each 

3 BR week 5 and 6 room # 1550 
Price : $ 20 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 BR Week # 7 room # 336A 
Pool/ Ocean View 

Saturday check in 

Price: $11K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Studio week 5,6,7,8,9 
Room # 2350 

35 weeks remain 

Price : $ 8 K each week 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden view $17 K 
2 BR Ocean view $18 K 
2 BR Ocean side $19K 
2 BR Ocean Front $28 K 
3 BR Ocean View $30K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $12 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 27 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo Le Vent 

Eagle beach 

3 BR ,2 Bath ground floor 
$790 K 

3 BR ,3 1/2 bath ground floor 
$1 Million 

3 BR 3 1/2 bath 5 th floor 
$1,1 Million 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Alto Vista Noord 

3 BR , 2 Bath Ocean view with 
1 Appartment 

Price : $500 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo at Tierra Del Sol 
Comunity gated 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Ocean View with garage 
Price :$450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Condo Gold Coast 
Comunity gated 
2 BR, 2 Bath $ 290 K 
3 BR, 2 Bath $ 470 K 
2 BR, 2 Bath with pool $370 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215064 


johnnypaesch@qmail.com 


TsDAY [BENDA 


How to.seach us! 


FOR SALE 

Casa Del Mar 

Presidential Suite 

2BR/ 2Bath 

Week 3 Unit 1213 

Price: $22,500 

joescarpato2013@gmail.com 

C: (US) 610-937-3086 or 3085 
214936 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k 
Week 15/1217 (10k 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 


214832 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 

Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 

Wks 518&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 52-1BR/2Bth, $2,500 

Wk 11-2BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 

Wk 13-2 BR/2Bth, $1,300 

Contact: 

sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215060 
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HEALTH 


eo 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 

San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


|\Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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~ 
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Sundance doc looks at man behind the modern bulletproof vest 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

Richard Davis was a bank- 
rupt pizzeria owner when 
he got the idea for a bul- 
letoroof vest in 1969 Michi- 
gan. Body armor was noth- 
ing new, of course, but 
Davis had an inkling that 
he could make something 
lighter that could be worn, 
undetected, under clothes. 
Kevlar, he’d discover, was 
the answer. And to prove 
that his invention actually 
worked, Davis, a former 
Marine and born showman, 
went to some extraordinary 
lengths: He shot himself 
over 190 times. 

Somehow, that’s not even 
the wildest part of his story, 
which is chronicled in the 
lively documentary “2nd 
Chance,” which premiered 
this weekend at the Sun- 
dance Film Festival. 

Utilizing new interviews with 
Davis, friends, enemies and 
ex-wives, the film charts 
the formation of his com- 
pany Second Chance, its 
triumphs (saving hundreds 
of lives) and tragedies, in- 
cluding the death of a po- 
lice officer after the com- 
pany started using Zylon in 
its vest. 

“2nd Chance” is the docu- 
mentary feature debut of 
Ramin Bahrani, the Iranian- 


This image shows Richard Davis from the documentary “2nd Chance” by Ramin Bahrani, an 
official selection of the Premieres section at the 2022 Sundance Film Festival. 


American filmmaker whose 
films often explore and 
dismantle notions of the 
American dream, includ- 
ing “Chop Shop and “99 
Homes.” 

He was editing his last fea- 
ture, “ The White Tiger, “ 
when several producers 
approached him about 
making a narrative film 
about Davis. But Bahrani 
surprised them when he 
said he’d rather make a 
doc. 

“| tried to go there not 


knowing and not having 
a set plan and just waiting 
for the people to tell me 
things,” Bahrani said. “With 
the short docs | had made, 
| remember calling Wer- 
ner Herzog and asking him 
what’s the approach? His 
advice was don't pre-inter- 
view people on the phone, 
don't talk to them before 
you meet them. Just start 
rolling the camera and get 
those immediate interac- 
tions.” 

Davis is an eccentric char- 


Associated Press 


acter who is at times shock- 
ingly candid and other 
times a wholly unreliable 
narrator, which Bahrani 
explores with a clear-eyed 
empathy. 

“Some of what he says can 
be uncomfortable to hear 
and | don’t agree with his 
positions. But at the same 
time, he was charming, 
he was friendly. When we 
showed up every day and 
we would show up to meet 
him, he cooked mac and 
cheese for the crew and 


fed us cookies,” Bahrani 
said. 

“What was interesting for 
me in Richard was, you 
couldn't pin him down to 
just wanting to make a lot 
of money. | kind of agree 
with his second wife that 
he wasn’t motivated nec- 
essarily by money. But | do 
think he enjoyed being the 
star. There is a narcissism to 
him. There is an ability of 
believing his own decep- 
tions that did remind me 
of a lot of people in power 
even in this country,” Bah- 
rani continued. 

“It reminds me of some 
modern or harsh version of 
Arthur Miller’s ‘All My Sons,’ 
where the father has a 
successful factory making 
airplanes for the war and 
the son comes to under- 
stand that some of these 
planes are faulty and re- 
sulted in the death of pilots. 
The father ends up really 
hitting a moral force from 
the son and it ends up in 
a suicide. There’s a moral 
center to the play. Here, 
somehow that moral cen- 
ter within Richard’s own 
world seemed absent. He 
started another company 
that was even more suc- 
cessful, or just as successful. 
There’s something disturb- 
ing in that.”C) 


MVIOLETA 


ISABEL 5 
\LLENDE 


This cover image released by 
Ballantine shows “Violeta” by 


Isabel Allende. 
Associated Press 


By ANITA SNOW 
Associated Press 
“Violeta,” by Isabel Allen- 


Review: Allende’s ‘Violeta,’ an epic 
South American tale 


de. (Random House) 
Chilean writer Isabel Al- 
lende’s latest novel is “Vi- 
oleta,” an epic tale that 
transports readers across 
a century of South Ameri- 
can history, through eco- 
nomic collapse, dictator- 
ship and natural disasters 
like an earthquake and a 
hurricane. 

From the aftermath of 
World War | to the present 
day, narrator Violeta del 
Valle recounts the story 
of her life in an unnamed 
South American country 
with a book-long letter to 
her grandson Camilo. 
Violeta tells of living 
through the Spanish flu 
pandemic as the young- 
est child and only daugh- 
ter in a family of five sons. 


After her father loses ev- 
erything in the Great De- 
pression, the family must 
relinquish their comfort in 
an old mansion in the na- 
tion’s capital and adopt 
a more modest life in the 
country’s rural south. 
“Violeta” recalls Allende’s 
best known and_ highly 
successful novel, “The 
House of Spirits,” which 
weaves together the per- 
sonal and the political in 
a saga stretching across 
decades. 

“Violeta” also details the 
horrors of the 1970s dic- 
tatorships in South Amer- 
ica, which saw tens of 
thousands of suspected 
political opponents kid- 
napped, tortured and 
killed, often through Op- 


eration Condor, a US.- 
backed alliance among 
the region's right-wing mili- 
tary governments. 

“The government was 
committing atrocities, but 
you could walk down the 
street and sleep soundly 
at night without worrying 
about common criminals,” 
Violeta writes of those re- 
pressive times. 

Violeta’s son is a journalist 
who seeks exile, first in Ar- 
gentina, then in Norway 
after learning he is on the 
dictatorship’s black list. 
Violeta suspect's her son’s 
father of involvement in 
the repression through his 
work as a pilot. Much of 
the book involves Viole- 
ta’s long, passionate, but 
troubled relationship with 


her son's father following 
a short, unsatisfying mar- 
riage. Ultimately, she ob- 
tains contentment late in 
life with a retired diplomat 
and naturalist. 
Considered the world’s 
most widely read Spanish- 
language author, Allende 
is known for her many nov- 
els including “Eva Luna,” 
“Of Love and Shadows” 
and “A Long Petal of the 
Sea,” as well as nonfiction 
books such as “Paula,” a 
1994 memoir. 

Allende left Chile for exile 
two years after Salvador 
Allende, her father’s first 
cousin, was overthrown in 
a 1973 coup. Isabel Allen- 
de lived for years in Vene- 
zuela before settling in the 
United States.) 
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COVID-19 


Testing Center 


SPORTS/A® 
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NAAT (Abott ID): <a 


Result in 30 minutes! 


PCR / Antigen Test 
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Hector wins final World Cup giant slalom before Olympics 


SAN VIGILIO DI MAREBBE, 
Italy (AP) — After waiting 
seven years for a second 
World Cup win, Sara Hector 
now has three more victo- 
ries in giant slalom — and 
they could not have come 
at a better time with the 
Winter Olympics — starting 
next week. 

Hector won the final World 
Cup GS on Tuesday before 
the Beijing Olympics, with 
2018 gold medalist Mikaela 
Shiffrin in fifth. 

Hector was second after 
the opening run but over- 
took defending overall 
champion Petra Vihova 
for her second straight GS 
victory, and her third this 
season. Her only previous 
World Cup win had been in 
December 2014. 

The Swedish skier let out a 
scream after crossing the 
line 0.15 seconds ahead of 
Vilhova on a clear and cold 
day at Kronplatz mountain 
in the Dolomites. 

“Crazy! | couldn't believe 
my eyes when | saw | was 


Sweden's Sara Hector celebrates at the finish area of 


‘Orin 


slalom, in Kronplaiz, Italy, Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022. 


that fast when | came to 
the finish. Incredible,” Hec- 
tor said. “There are so many 
good skiers I'm definitely 
not unbeatable. But now 
I’ve been fast so that’s re- 
ally, really cool.” 


Tessa Worley of France was 
third, 0.52 behind Hector 
and just ahead of Federica 
Brignone. Shiffrin was 0.81 
slower than Hector and 
slipped to third in the giant 
slalom standings. 


an alpine ski, women’s World Cup giant 


Associated Press 


Hector leads the stand- 
ings ahead of Worley by 95 
points. The 29-year-old puts 
her improvement down to 
developing a better under- 
standing of her needs. 

“| think for me the most 


important is to really feel 
calm...so | can focus. I’m 
easily wound up and then 
I’m having problems,” Hec- 
tor said. 

“It took me a long time to 
understand what | need. 
Now | know much more 
about what | need and 
that’s been cool to find 
out.” 

The giant slalom opens the 
women’s skiing program in 
China on Feb. 7. 

Shiffrin also lost ground in 
the overall standings. The 
American skier’s lead over 
Vihova was cut to only 17 
points. 

“When you are first after 
the first run you want to 
win,” said Vihova. “But it’s 
really difficult to beat Sara 
because she's really strong 
this year.” 

The women's World Cup 
circuit moves this weekend 
to Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
Germany — where a down- 
hill and super-G are sched- 
uled — before a pause for 
the Olympics.) 


Sean Payton resigns as coach of New 
Orleans Saints 


By BRETT MARTEL 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — New 
Orleans Saints coach Sean 
Payton, whose 15-year ten- 
ure with the club included 
its only Super Bowl cham- 
pionship and also a one- 
season suspension stem- 
ming from the NFL’s bounty 
investigation, is retiring from 
coaching. Payton informed 
the team on Tuesday that 
he is leaving his first and 
only NFL head coaching 
job with a 152-89 regular- 
season record — and nine 
playoff appearances — in 
15 seasons. The Saints won 
the NEL title in 2009. 

The Saints made Payton 
a first-time head coach in 
2006, when he oversaw a 


stunning turnaround in the 
franchise's first season back 
in New Orleans following 
Hurricane Katrina. The club 
had been displaced from 
the city during the entire 
2005 season, going 3-13. 

The Saints went 10-6 and 
advanced to the NFC 
championship game __ in 
Payton’s first season. He 
has coached the Saints to 
the postseason eight other 
times in his 15 seasons since. 
New Orleans narrowly 
missed the playoffs this 
season, going 9-8 in its first 
campaign since the retire- 
ment of Drew Brees. Payton 
had lured the quarterback 
to New Orleans as a free 
agent in 2006 and Brees 
went on to set every sig- 


nificant franchise passing 
record. Under Payton, the 
Saints became a perennial 
contender, and they beat 
Peyton Manning and India- 
napolis 31-17 to win their 
lone Super Bowl. They also 
lost the 2018 conference 
title game to the Rams af- 
ter a blown officiating call 
that led to a temporary NFL 
rules change. 

Payton was a member 
of the league’s powerful 
competition committee 
from 2017 until leaving that 
position last November. 

A valued offensive assistant 
for the Eagles, Giants and 
Cowboys before landing 
the head coaching job in 
New Orleans, Payton actu- 
ally played in the NFL — as 


the second half of an NFL football game against the New York 
Jets, Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021, in East Rutherford, N.J. 
Associated Press 


a replacement player for 
the Bears during the 1987 
strike. 

He missed the 2012 season 
when the NFL suspended 
Payton, assistant coach 
Joe Vitt, general manager 
Mickey Loomis and_ four 
players after an investiga- 


tion found the Saints had 
a performance pool offer- 
ing cash rewards for key 
plays, including big hits. The 
player suspensions eventu- 
ally were overturned by for- 
mer NFL Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue, and Payton was 
reinstated early in 2013. 
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